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Vision
Thomas Telford UTC has been established to 
provide the young people of Wolverhampton and the 
surrounding region a unique combination of excellent 
academic achievement and first-class preparation for 
their future.

Mission Statement
We are proud to announce the inception of a new 
school from the Thomas Telford Multi Academy 
Trust which opened it’s doors to Year 7 students in 
September 2020. This saw the collaboration of the 
Outstanding Thomas Telford School with the West 
Midlands UTC, judged by Ofsted to be Good with 
Outstanding features. We believe that the strengths 
of the two schools will unite to offer our students a 
truly ground-breaking opportunity.

“ This is a remarkable school and 
a beacon of excellence.”

“The essence of why teaching leads to such effective 
learning is that so much detailed planning goes into 
the curriculum, so much effort goes into regularly 
checking how students are doing, and so much care 
and guidance is given to individuals to ensure they 
achieve their best.”
Thomas Telford School - Ofsted

“Employers contribute impressively to many aspects 
of school life and are extensively involved in the 
school as patrons, partners and mentors.”

“The curriculum sets the school apart from more
traditional secondary schools.”

“The school’s work to develop students’ employability 
skills is particularly successful. Through regular 
employer led group projects students develop high-
order communication skills and learn to work as part 
of a team.”
West Midlands UTC - Ofsted

Message from the 
Principal
I am delighted to write to you about the most 
exciting development in secondary education in 
Wolverhampton for many years. I am honoured to 
be entrusted with leading Thomas Telford UTC on 
a journey that I am confident will see this flagship 
establishment become the gold standard for 
secondary education in Wolverhampton. I want every 
child that comes to Thomas Telford UTC to be part of 
the fabric of the school, and to go home every day 
fulfilled and happy that they have made progress in 
their learning and development.

In collaboration with our sponsors and industry leading 
employer partners, we are able to offer unrivalled 
opportunities for 11-18 year-olds in the region that will 
allow them to go beyond their expectations. It is our 
highest priority to ensure that each student gains the 
very best from their time here so that they are fully 
prepared for the next step of their lives.

Our partners at Thomas Telford School and the 
University of Wolverhampton believe that all students 
deserve the chance to flourish in an exceptional 
environment that offers access to cutting-edge 
technology and unique, hands-on experiences.

Together, we are providing our students with the 
perfect combination of academic and technical 
excellence in preparation for the world of work and 
the fantastic opportunities that await them.

The innovative and distinct curriculum that we offer 
both inspires our students and prepares them for an 
outstanding future. I am excited not only about the 
planned expansion of our unique and wonderful 
school, but even more so about the individual growth 
of each of our students over the coming years.

Av Gill
Principal



Our Offer
•  Broad and Balanced Curriculum

•   Strong Emphasis on STEAM Subjects 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Maths)

•  Superb Learning Environment

•  Excellent Enrichment Opportunities

•  First-Class Employer Engagement

•  State-of-the Art Facilities

•  Unrivalled Academic & Technical Education

•  Real Life Research & Development Projects

•  Extensive Support from the University of 
Wolverhampton and the Thomas Telford  
Multi-Academy Trust

The School Day
Arrival   8.15

Session 1A  8:30 - 10:15

Session 1B  10:15 - 11:40

Form   11:40 - 12:00

Session 2A  12:00 - 14:00

Session 2B  14:00 - 15:20

UTC Extra  15:30 - 17:00

UTC Extra involves employer led projects,
intervention, enrichment and self-organised
learning.



Welcome from 
Miss Darnell,
Head of Sixth 
Form
I am proud of the opportunities 
that we have to offer here in 
our Sixth Form, and our range 
of academic subjects being 
delivered by our experienced staff 
offering excellent support. We 
have strong links with a variety 
of employers, to help with our 
students’ journeys through the 
subjects we offer, and through our 
mentorship programme. Students 
are encouraged to develop 
their study skills to fulfill their 
potential and prepare for a place 
at university or an apprenticeship. 
We encourage independent study 
with dedicated and supported 
sessions during the week.

Alongside this we have a range 
of clubs to help students develop 
their interest and interpersonal 
skills. All students who attend 
the UTC will have opportunities 
to work on projects set by our 
employer partners, which have 
a proven track record of helping 
them to progress to their chosen 
destination.

Thomas Telford UTC Pathways  

At Thomas Telford UTC our curriculum is different to other schools and 
traditional types of learning. Our post-16 pathways combine academic 
subjects with practical learning, with traditional subjects being taught 
alongside a number of level 3 vocational courses. 

The Sixth Form curriculum provides considerable breadth and depth for 
students through a range of vocational and academic courses. There is 
something for everyone irrespective of ability. Students will study three 
or four A Level’s or vocational courses. The pathways that a student can 
take are flexible and all students will receive full support when making 
decisions. 

Core Pathway: 
Three or four A Levels or equivalent. This can be a combination of 
academic A Levels and vocational courses. 

Foundation Pathway: 
Combination of Level 2 resit courses and, potentially, one A Level taster - 1 
year programme.

T-Levels: 
A 2 year course which follow GCSEs and are equivalent to 3 A Levels. 
Mixture of classroom learning and ‘on the job; experience during an 
industry placement of at least 350 hours. 

Miss Darnell
Head of Sixth Form



What People Say
“ UTCs provide high quality technical education for 
14-18 year olds, ensuring that students are well 
equipped for the jobs that industry needs and 
Higher Education.”

The Rt Hon Lord Baker of Dorking

“ Moving to the UTC really helped me achieve more. 
The facilities are amazing and the teachers try their 
absolute best to support you. Moving schools for 
me, was the right decision.”

Gurpal, Year 11 student

“ Lovell is an enthusiastic supporter of this unique 
school and we look forward to some of the 
students filling professional and leadership roles in 
our business.”

Bruce Boughton, People Development Manager, 
Lovell Partnerships

“ I am delighted to be involved in the UTC mentoring 
programme as it is an excellent opportunity to 
help harness the talent of the future. Having had 
pretty poor careers advice myself as a teenager I 
am pleased to be involved in a pro-active scheme 
which enables the public and private sectors 
to work collaboratively to better the future job 
prospects of students at the UTC.”

Rachel Cartwright, Professional Mentor

“The curriculum sets the school apart from more 
traditional secondary schools. It is successful in its 
stated aim of ‘giving students a distinct advantage 
in seeking professional and technical careers within 
the construction, built environment and related 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
industries’.”
Ofsted, 2018

Sixth Form Subjects
Thomas Telford University Technical College has 
developed a curriculum which offers considerable 
breadth for students through a range of academic 
and vocational courses.

A Level

• English
• Maths
• Core Maths (AS)
• Product Design
• Art
• Physics
• Biology
• Chemistry
• Sociology

Vocational

• Applied Science
• ICT
• Business
• Construction Single
• Construction Double

Art

• 3-Dimensional Design
• Architectural Design
• Fine Art
• Photography 

T-Levels

•  Construction:  
Design, Surveying & 
Planning

Resit

• English
• Maths

*  These courses will only run if the minimum uptake 
is achieved.



English Literature 
AQA - A Level  

The course involves a study of a range of literature texts including: poetry, 
Shakespeare, drama and novels through the lens of historicism to explore 
character, plot and themes and develop independent study. 

Students will be expected to write analytically about these texts, giving insightful 
meanings and interpretations. Both exam papers asks students to read different 
styles of texts from a range of contemporary authors and use the skills from English 
Literature to identify and interpret meaning and authorial methods within the 
extract.

Maths  
Edexcel - A Level   

A-level Mathematics provides a thorough grounding in the mathematical tools and 
techniques often needed in the workplace. It provides a foundation for further 
studies in a variety of subjects including construction, science and engineering 
subjects. The logic and reasoning skills developed by studying A Level Mathematics 
makes sure the qualification is widely respected even in non-mathematical areas.  

There are two pure units which make up two-thirds of the qualification and teach 
the core techniques in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and Calculus that form 
the fundamental building blocks of the subject. Mathematical applications make 
up the remaining third of the qualification. This is made up from the following: 
Mechanics – forces, energy, motion Statistics – probability, data handling, testing 
hypotheses.

Core Maths   
AQA - AS Level    

Core Maths is an enjoyable and exciting course for all pupils. Core Maths will 
develop your analytical and problem solving skills further than that of when 
studying GCSE Mathematics and look at developing skills in project planning, 
managing budgets and analysing data. The skills learned during this course is now 
favorably looked upon from employers who wish to employ students who have the 
analytical skills to analyse data and information. 

The Core Maths content is mix of higher GCSE knowledge and A Level knowledge. 
The course aims to develop maths skills by involving reallife contexts, such as 
finance and construction, as well as a major emphasis on problem-solving. 
The course can also be used as support for other post-16 subjects that require 
maths knowledge, such as Science, Geography, Business Studies, Construction, 
Economics and Information Technology.

Course Breakdown

This two year course comprises :
Two exams to be taken at the
end of Year 13 NEA (20%): One
non-exam assessment, an
independent critical study of
texts across time.

Paper 1: Love Through the Ages
3 hours (40%)

Paper 2: Texts in Shared
Contexts
2 hours 30 minutes (40% )

Course Breakdown

AS level 3 units in the first year –
Pure, Statistics and Mechanics

A2 level 3 units in the second
year - Pure, Statistics and
Mechanics

Assessment through three 2-hour 
papers

Course Breakdown

Students will have 2 examinations
of 1 ½ hours each. Paper 1 will
examine Data (Types of data,
collecting and sampling,
representing data numerically)
and Maths for Personal Finance
(Tax, National Insurance,
Currency Exchange) Paper 2 will
examine students on of Critical
Analysis of given data and
models, Critical Path Analysis and
Expectation and Cost Benefit
Analysis. 

The papers are equally
weighted to give an overall result
of a grade between grade A to E.



Physics    
AQA - A Level      

The course looks at a number of topics ranging from particles and radiation to 
electricity and from nuclear physics to thermal physics. In developing its new 
specifications, AQA has worked to ensure that the subject content is relevant to 
real world experiences and is interesting to learn. This Physics course is a stepping 
stone to future study, which is why AQA also consulted universities, to ensure 
these specifications allow students to develop the skills.  

This approach has led to specifications that will nurture a passion for physics and 
lay the groundwork for further study in science or engineering based roles. An A 
Level in physics demonstrates not only sound mathematical competency but also 
the ability to clearly explain some of the most challenging concepts around.

Biology   
AQA - A Level       

The A-Level Biology course builds on the fundamental skills students have acquired 
during their GCSEs, covering a total of 8 units across the 2 year course. AQA has 
worked to ensure that the subject content is relevant to real world experiences 
and is interesting to teach and learn. The Biology course aims to nurture a passion 
for Biology and lay the groundwork for further study in courses like biological 
sciences and medicine. Which is why AQA also consulted universities, to ensure 
that these specifications allow students to develop the skills they will need to 
progress successfully in Higher Education. 

Biology is at heart, a fundamentally practical subject. These specifications provide 
numerous opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality, and 
equip students with the essential practical skills they need.

Course Breakdown

A Level Physics is a two-year
course consisting of 9 topics.

The exams for which are carried
out at the end of the second
year. There is also a practical
skills and data analysis paper
and students are required to
complete a number of core
practical tasks within lessons to
complete the course.

Course Breakdown

A Level Biology is a two-year 
course consisting of 8 topics. 

The exams for which are carried 
out at the end of the second year 
over 3 papers including a synoptic 
essay paper. 

Practical skills are assessed 
throughout the course within 
lessons with aspects of the 
practical skills covered also 
assessed in the final examinations.

Chemistry   
AQA - A Level    

This Chemistry A Level course is a stepping stone to future study, with a 
specification designed to inspire students, nurture their passion for chemistry and 
lay the groundwork for further study in courses such as chemistry, medicine and 
pharmacy.

Chemistry is a fundamentally experimental subject and this AQA specification 
provides opportunities to use practical experiences to link theory to reality and 
equip students with practical skills they need. Practical work will support and 
consolidate scientific concepts, develop investigative skills and enable students to 
build and master practical skills required for future study or jobs in STEM subjects. 

Course Breakdown

This 2 year course covers aspects 
of physical, organic and inorganic 
chemistry examined by 3 papers 
and a number of practical tasks. 

This is a linear qualification and 
students must complete all exams 
at the end of the second year. 



Sociology  
AQA - A Level    

Ever wondered how we developed into the society we are today? How the way you 
see yourself determines the way people identify you? Whether men or women are 
more likely to commit a crime? 

Sociology will help you to make sense of the society we live in and understand 
the cultural and identity issues which affect us all. You will learn a number of skills 
including the use of evidence to support your arguments, how to investigate facts, 
and critical thinking. It is relevant to the society you live in so you are bound to enjoy 
learning about topics that are relevant to everyday life; plus it opens the door to a 
fantastic range of interesting careers.

Extended Certificate in Applied Science   
Edexcel - BTEC     

The study of Applied Science explores the links between Science and the vocational 
sector. Covering not just Science at an advanced level, links are made through 
use of real life applications such as how modern communication systems work, 
accurately making chemicals and microscopy to explore cell structure and function. 
Students will take part in a huge range of practical activities and will learn the skills 
needed to plan and analyse the results they collect as they would in a vocational 
setting.  

The course encourages development of literacy and numeracy skills in addition to 
progression in scientific understanding and practical skills. The course is designed 
for learners who are interested in learning about the sector alongside other fields 
of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of higher education courses.

Extended Certificate in ICT    
Edexcel - BTEC     

Qualifications in ICT and Computer Science are aimed at those who are interested 
in working in Business/ICT related areas such as Programming, Analysist, 
Economics, Finance, Sales and Marketing and Human Resources. However, due to 
the knowledge you acquire on this course, you will become an attractive candidate 
for many job roles. 

The course helps students develop project management; organisational, creative 
and technical ICT skills; and it uses a range of software currently used in industry. 
You will study computer systems and networking concepts; hardware, software 
and applications of ICT; business software packages; the use and impact of ICT 
on business and everyday life; and you will also complete a project based on real 
business situations.

Course Breakdown

This two year course comprises
of three exams:

Paper 1: Education with Theory
and Methods - 2 hours (33%)

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology - 2
hours (33%)

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance
with Theory and Methods - 2
hours (33%)

Course Breakdown

The Extended Certificate
consists of 4 units
1.   Principles and Applications  

of Science
2.  Practical Scientific 

Procedures and Techniques
3. Science Investigation Skills
4. Optional unit

Units 1 and 3 are externally
assessed and 2 is very practical
based with students learning lab
techniques such as titration,
chromatography and
colourimetry. A fourth optional
internally assessed unit to suit
the cohort.

Course Breakdown

BTEC ICT course is a two-year
course consisting of four
components; two internally set
task (25% each) and two external
set examination (25%). 

The course looks at a number of
topics ranging from social media
marketing, web development and
information systems.



Extended Certificate in Business    
Edexcel - BTEC  

During the course you will explore the many diverse areas of business such as 
marketing, accountancy, human resource management, business strategy and 
planning. This advanced qualification is designed to reinforce your business focus 
and strengthen your career prospects. 

Business will give students a financial skill that are essential for success in 
employment and higher education, and are among the fundamental transferable 
skills required by employers. 

Our specialist subject teachers will work closely with you to help you develop 
yourself in preparation for a business career, and expert guest speakers will be 
invited to share their insights with you.

Course Breakdown

BTEC Business course is a twoyear
course consisting of four
components; two internally set
tasks (25% each) and
two external set examinations
(25%). The course looks at a
number of topics ranging from
financial planning, marketing
campaigns, work experience
and how businesses operate.

Art   
AQA - A Level     

During the course students will produce a practical and critical/ contextual work 
in a specialist area including three dimensional design: architectural design, fine 
art and photography. There will be a variety of experiences that employ a range of 
traditional and more contemporary media, processes and techniques appropriate 
to the study of art design facilitated by the very latest industry standard professional 
equipment and software.  

This qualification is suitable for candidates wishing to peruse careers in Architecture, 
Interior Design , Urban Design & Town Planning, Gaming Design, Illustration and 
many other creative subject areas. Knowledge of art and design will be developed 
through research, the development of ideas and making, working from first-hand 
experience and understanding of a range of designers, artists and architectural 
theories and processes.

Course Breakdown

This two year course
comprises :-

Unit 1 – Portfolio of work 60%
Including one major personal
investigation

Unit 2 – Externally set task 40%
15 hour practical exam with
preparatory work.

Product Design  
AQA - A Level    

Product Design (3D Design) helps students take a broad view of design and 
technology, develop their capacity to design and make prototypes and appreciate 
the complex relations between design, materials and manufacture. This course 
has 50 per cent controlled assessment in order to recognize the importance of 
design and make work within this subject. The A Level in Product Design will equip 
learners with sound skills in a variety of areas, including practical tasks, use of CAD 
CAM, problem solving and creativity. 

These skills will be valuable in everyday use and each students’ future. The 
course will also provide opportunities to develop in context those desirable, 
transferable skills such as planning, research and analysis, working with others 
or communicating technical concepts effectively. Students demonstrate all of 
these skills in order to successfully complete a product that is of retail quality. The 
course has a great balance of theoretical work, application of maths & science and 
practical work and suits a wide range of learners.

Course Breakdown

The full A-Level is completed
over 2 years and consists of two
design projects and two 2 hour
terminal exams

Throughout your study you will
learn about and improve your
skills with a range of materials
using traditional and cutting
edge methods, exploring and
experimenting with your ideas to
produce a completed prototype
of your own design.



Extended Certificate in Construction
Edexcel - BTEC     

The Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about 
the construction sector alongside other fields of study. The course aims to give 
students a broad introduction to a range of content to enable access to Construction 
professional roles.  

Course content includes Planning Permission, Revit, Manual Drawing, Building 
Design, Building Elements, Health & Safety and Construction Maths. Assessment is 
varied and includes written reports for internal assessments, traditional examination 
questions and the production of CAD and Manual drawings.

Diploma in Construction   
Edexcel - BTEC    

The National Diploma aims to give students a depth of knowledge by building upon 
the covered by the Extended Certificate alongside the introduction of some more 
specialist units. This is a great option for students serious about a future within the 
industry who may go to University or pursue a Degree Apprenticeship. 

Topics include Graphical Detailing, Building Control, Offsite Manufacturing, Land 
Surveying, BIM and Renewable Energy in Housing introduce students to a wide 
range of possible professional roles that require specialised knowledge and 
understanding.

Course Breakdown

360 GLH over two years
Equivalent in size to one A
Level

4 units
External assessment (66%)
Internal assessment (34%)

Course Breakdown

720 GLH over two years
Equivalent in size to two A
Levels

10 units of which 7 are
mandatory

External assessment (33%)

Employability     

At Thomas Telford UTC we have 
some incredible partners in the 
Innovate, Build and Design sector. 
They’ll be working closely with us 
to set technical projects that will 
give you the skills you need to be 
a real asset to an employer. Our 
focus is on employerled technical 
learning and business skills, 
alongside exceptional academic 
teaching. Every aspect of our 
offering, from our curriculum to 
our real life working environments, 
will be designed to increase the 
employability of our learners. They 
will benefit from superb training and 
work experience with our employers 
in the West Midlands, giving them an 
edge in the jobs market. 

Work Experience       

All students are given the 
opportunity to complete regular 
work experience placements. 
The school’s close links with a 
wide variety of employers mean 
that students have access to all 
industries and occupational areas. 
With employers actively involved in 
the life of the school, students have 
the opportunity to work alongside 
industry specialists on site and in 
the workplace and many of our 
employers actively choose to recruit 
Thomas Telford students.

Careers Advice 
and Guidance        

Thomas Telford UTC has a dedicated 
staff member on hand to provide 
one-to-one interviews, drop-in 
advice and job seeking support. 
The UTC organise an extensive 
programme of careers talks, 
workshops, trips and visits both in 
and outside of school which support 
students to find out about the wide 
range of career, employment and 
university options available to them.



Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction 

During the 2-year programme, students will learn the core 
knowledge and skills for entry to a range of construction 
occupations

A T-Level is a Level 3 qualification, which is the size of 
3 A-Levels. It combines the best of classroom learning 
with real life industry experience and provides the 
perfect platform for progression to university or Higher 
Apprenticeships.

How will Employers be involved with my T-Level?
At Thomas Telford UTC we have always enjoyed close 
working relationships with employers in the sector, who 
support our curriculum design and delivery, lead Employer 
Set projects and provide mentoring and Work Experience 
opportunities.

Perhaps uniquely, at Thomas Telford UTC we are working 
with our Employer Partners to confirm offers of Industry 
Placements now. We will only recruit students on to the 
T-Level programme where the Industry Placement is 
secure. Typically, we expect to offer somewhere in the 
region of 12 each year.

What will the course be like?
Our T-Level programme will consist of 3 days a week 
classroom-based learning. Much of this learning will be 
through contextualised projects based on real projects, 
with theory lectures in specific areas of content to 
compliment your learning. In the remaining 2 days a 
week, students will enjoy a mixture of Industry Placement 
with our Employer partners and self-organised learning.
In total, over the 2-year programme, students will spend 
some 350 hours working with their Employer, with the 
placements beginning midway through year 1, a block 
placement of 4 weeks early in year 2 and then continued 
placement days (1 or 2 days per week) as required to 
ensure the 350 hours are completed as a minimum.

How are the Industry Placements arranged?
We will work directly with employers to arrange 
placements and advertise these with an indication of the 
role. For example, working with an infrastructure company 
such as Midland Metro Alliance, or a housebuilder such 
as Lovell. We will then work with the employer to find the 
‘right’ student. We are always happy to work with new 
employers.

Placements will broadly be around the West Midlands 
area, taking advantage of the excellent public transport 
links available. Students will be given the opportunity to 
acquire their Green CSCS card at the start of their T-Level, 
and will be provided as needed with heavily subsidised 
Personal Protective Clothing. Industry Placements are 
more than ‘Work Experience’ as there is time for you 
to develop skills, your place within a team and your 
understanding of real work – making real contributions 
to live projects.

What are the entry requirements?
Maths and English grade 4 and above and a passion 
for Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction.

How do I apply?
Places are competitive! The recruitment process is 
a little different to our sixth form process, with good 
reason. All of our places are offered in Partnerships 
with Employers. Whilst no-one can make guarantees, 
we expect the majority of placements to lead to 
further opportunities with the employer at the end of 
the 2-year T-Level; this makes them a very desirable 
opportunity for young people.

The first step is to complete the application form. We 
will advertise our places over time. Following this, 
there will be an interview process involving both the 
UTC and an Employer. During the interview, we will 
be keen so see your motivations for the course as 
well as a little of your personality. Experience shows, 
that the most valued employees are not necessarily 
those with the best GCSE grades, we are looking for 
evidence of reliability, competence, professionalism, 
personal aspirations, team-working in addition to your 
expected results.

Following interview, offers of places will be made and 
we will require you to formally accept.



APPLY
Please complete an application form, which is available on our website,

 www.thomastelfordutc.com and return it to the Admissions Office.

Please check our website for the latest information regarding admissions.

Springfield Campus, Cambridge Street, Wolverhampton, WV10 0JR 
01902 872180

admissions@thomastelfordutc.com
www.thomastelfordutc.com

Thomas Telford UTC
AN EXCITING NEW COLLABORATION FOR WOLVERHAMPTON


